
The Swampscott microFOREST atWalker & Paradise Roads

Planted in May 2022, this triangular space of unused town property was
transformed into a mini forest called the Swampscott microForest. Based on
research conducted by Japanese botanist Akira Miyawaki, this dense planting of
native tree and shrub seedlings in a very small space grows into a mature forest in 20
years. Vegetation planted densely will stabilize and regenerate the soil while growing
tens times faster than a natural forest. Within 3 years, weeds are suppressed and
natural succession takes over. As the �rst Miyawaki forest on the North Shore, it
boasts more than 750 trees, shrubs and woodland perennials native to Essex County,
as well as a native pollinator garden.

A collaboration between the Town of Swampscott, the Tree Committee and the Swampscott Conservancy, the microForest
project is a direct action as part of the Resilient Swampscott Climate Action Plan which was unanimously approved by Town
Meeting in 2023.

How does a mini forest help Swampscott?
● Reduces �ooding and erosion
● Cools and �lters the air
● Stores carbon
● Increases biodiversity
● Grows ten times faster
● Lowers maintenance costs
● Restores natural cycles
● Provides habitat
● Lessens noise pollution
● Improves human health

https://www.swampscottma.gov/sites/g/files/vyhlif1296/f/uploads/2023.04.24_climate_action_plan_final.pdf

